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ECB‑Aligned Helmet Safety Policy for Young Players (Updated 2026)


Old Wilsonians Cricket Club (OWCC) is committed to ensuring the safety of all young players when batting, wicketkeeping, or fielding in close positions. This policy follows the most recent ECB Helmet Safety Guidance, Recreational Cricket Safety Regulations, and supporting materials found in the ECB Safeguarding Kit Bag (2025–2026). 
The policy applies to all players under 18, whether participating in junior cricket or open‑age (adult) cricket.

1. Mandatory Helmet Use for All U18 Players
In accordance with ECB safety regulations, OWCC requires that:
1.1 Batting (Hard‑Ball Cricket)
All players under 18 must wear an approved cricket helmet with a faceguard or grille whenever batting against a hard ball in:
· Matches
· Net sessions
· Throw‑downs
· Specialist coaching sessions [resources.ecb.co.uk]
Helmet use is not optional in any hard‑ball environment.

1.2 Wicketkeeping
All U18 wicketkeepers must wear one of the following when standing up to the stumps:
· A helmet with a faceguard or
· A Wicketkeeper Face Protector (meeting ECB‑approved standards)
[resources.ecb.co.uk]
When standing back, helmets remain recommended but not mandatory.

1.3 Fielders in Close Positions
Where fielders aged under 18 are positioned at distances that place them at increased risk from the ball, they must wear a helmet with a faceguard.
ECB updated fielding regulations mandate protective equipment based on age and distance. [resources.ecb.co.uk]

2. Helmet Standards
OWCC will only permit helmets that meet the most current ECB‑approved British Standards:
· BS 7928:2013 – Helmets for Cricket
· Junior helmets must be tested against junior‑sized cricket balls
· Wicketkeeper Face Protectors must meet BS 7928‑2:2009 [resources.ecb.co.uk]
Parents/carers should ensure helmets are:
· Properly fitted
· In good condition
· Replaced after significant impact

3. No Parental Opt‑Out
The ECB states explicitly that written consent from parents/guardians allowing a young player not to wear a helmet must NOT be accepted. [resources.ecb.co.uk]
OWCC will not allow any exception.

4. Application in All Forms of Cricket
This policy applies to:
· All junior cricket involving a hard ball
· All open‑age cricket featuring U18 players
· All supervised practice sessions, including nets, coaching programmes, and one‑to‑one training [resources.ecb.co.uk]
Any individual responsible for U18 players must ensure that helmet regulations are followed at all times.

5. Communication With Parents & Players
OWCC will:
· Provide written guidance to all parents and guardians
· Display helmet‑safety reminders in training and match environments
· Require coaches and managers to reinforce helmet use every 
No child may participate in hard‑ball activity without appropriate head protection.

6. Monitoring and Enforcement
· Coaches, safeguarding officers, and team managers must ensure compliance
· Umpires may halt play if a junior is improperly protected
· Non‑compliance will prevent participation until corrected
This follows the ECB directive that safety equipment must be used consistently and without exception. [resources.ecb.co.uk]

7. Review & Oversight
· Policy Owner: Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas)
· Last Updated: March 2026
· Next Review: March 2027
· Version: 2026.1
OWCC will update this policy annually in line with new ECB safety research and equipment standards.
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